PSOCOPTERA
Book Lice.    Death, watches.
Small soft insects with two pairs of membranous wings
having few cross-veins ; fore-wing, larger than kind-wing.
Antennae filiform. Mouth-parts biting. Prothorax small.
Tarsi two- or three-jointed.
This oxder formerly comprised the family Psocidce in the
order Oorrodentia. It is referred to in modern American text-
books as the order Corrodentia,.
In addition to the usual winged forms, many are known
which are wingless, or in which the wings are unsuited to flight.
The winged forms have a small prothorax which is concealed
between the head and the large mesothorax, which, again, is
fused to the metathorax. In the wingless forms, however,
there is a larger prothorax and a small mesothorax. When
at rest the winged forms close the wings along the body in a
sloping position, with the posterior margin uppermost.
The colour is usually whitish, grey, or brown, but some
tropical species are very brightly and artistically coloured.
Members of the order are probably more albundant in temperate
than in tropical regions, although the attractiveness of the
tropical species has led to greater numbers being collected,
thus increasing the number of brown species in these regions
orer the known species in the cooler parts of the world. The
Hawaii Islands are particularly rich in representatives of the
order, while the largest species known, which has a wing
expanse of an inch and belongs to the genus Thyrsophorus,
has its tome in Brazil. Large numbers are preserved in
amber. The month-parts are hypognathous and of the biting
type, a curious feature being the unusual formation oi the
maxillae. Each maxilla is composed of a fteshy outer lobe,
with the inner lobe modified to form a, remarkable organ,
which was considered "by the earlier -writers to be a separate
appendage, and which was given the name of the "pick" or
*'rod." The "pick" articulates with the outer lobe "by
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